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$$$ SEND MONEY $$$
PLEASE!

As of December 16 | have not re-
ceived my budget for FY94, but the
feeling of leadership is that in all likeli-
hood it will be very small, and thus in-
sufficient to pay for reproduction of one
issue of Sphecos. Thus your editor is
going to pay for this issue out of per-
sonal funds (Ouchl). In order to recoup
my outlay (591 dollars) for Sphecos 26,
I would appreciate contributions from the
readership. If each of you sends $5 (or
whatever you can afford) that should de-
fray my expense for issue 26, and hope-
fully provide money for issue 27, and
possibly also 28. | know of no easier way
to resolve this problem, and | hope that
most of you regard this rag as sufficient-
ly wonderful that you will come through
with monetary aid. If you send your con-
tribution with a personal check, please
make it payable to Arnold Menke. Thank
youl

NOTICE

We now have a link to the Internet.
Terry has a logon with the USDA com-
puter at Beltesville, Maryland, and can
recaive E-MAIL and download files to his
own computer. Those of you who wish
to contribute to Sphecos with an article
written on a computer and have access
to the Internet can choose to send it via
E-MAIL instead of mailing us a floppy
disk. We can handle both ASCII files
and word processing documents, just
as long as we know the format of your
document. Diacritics sometimes don't
convert very well when going from a
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DOS machine to a Macintosh, so you
might want to include an explanatory
note to help us with these. Terry’s ad-
dress is:

TNUHN @ASRR.ASRUSDA.GOV.

RESEARCH NEWS

Alexander Antropov (Zoological Mu-
seum of Moscow Lomonosov State
Univ., Herzon Street, Mowcow, 103009,
Russia) reports: *l intend to submit an
application for a long-term grant from
the International Science Foundation in
September [1993]. | am planning to re-
view the Palearctic Belomicrus [one
paper is listed in Recent Literature and
two others are in press] as a project.
The ISF conditions imply that the work
is to be completed in two years and
mainly in the territory of the former So-
viet Union, and | want to use this op-
portunity to visit some places in the
Central Asian republics as well as the
BM(NH) to study type material.” [Alex-
ander is also applying to the Smithsoni-
an Institution for a short term visitor

grant so that he can study North Ameri-
can Trypoxyion (Trypoxylon) as a pant
of his revision of the Holarctic species
- aditor.]

Celso Oliveira Azevedo (Universi-
dad Federal do Espirito Santo, Dept.
Biologia, Av. Marechal Campos 1468,
Maruipe, 29040-090 Vitéria, ES, Brasi)
writes: “| am now working as a teacher
of zoology at the Universidad Federal do
Espirito Santo and am presently work-
ing on my Ph.D. program, a systematic
and biogeographical revision of the ne-
otropical Dissomphalus (Hymenoptera,
Bethylidae).”

Eduardas Budrys (Institute of Ecol-
ogy, Akademijos 2, Vilnius 2600, Lithu-
anian Republic) is developing a comput-
er database of the Pemphredoninae:
“My database already takes up over 5
MB of disk space (| say “my" but most
of the data, especially bibliography are
really Wojciech's [Pulawski]). It consists
of 19 relationally linked data tables
(SPECIES, NOMSPEC, GENERA,
NOMGEN, AUTHORS, MUSEUMS,
SPECREF, GENREF, CHARS, ITEMS,
MATERIAL, etc.) and contains not only
the bibliography for each species of
Pemphredoninae, but also addresses of
authors, data about museums and col-
lections, types, collected material, col-
lecting localities, morphometric data of
measured specimens, list of characters
and states of each character, and even
descriptions of species in the DELTA
program format (the last can be used
for cladistic analysis, too). The database
is in PARADOX 4.0 format. Morphomet-
ric data are analysed using the spread-
sheet QUATTRO PRO for WINDOWS
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(the last program can immediately input
data from PARADOX data tables and
output them back). | hope that by joint
efforts of sphecidists a data base of all
Sphecidae can be created. | wouid like
to contact everybody working on wasp
taxonomic databases to standardize
data structure, etc. [You might be inter-
ested in the B/OTA information system
described on p. 4 - editor.]

Derek Daly (133 Linner Road, Speke,
Liverpool L24 30Q, CGreat Britain) is in-
terested in Vespula vulgaris, particulary
in foraging behaviour and relatedness
among nestmates.

Julio Antonio Genaro (25 no. 466,
Vedado 12300, Cuidad de La Habana,
Cuba) writes: “I am describing a new
species of Lophostigma (Mutillidae).
This genus is known only from Central
and South America. Also, | have other
interesting mutillids that are perhaps
new for the West Indies.”

Edilberto Glannotti (Dept. Zoologia,
Inst. Biociéncias, Univ. Estadual Paulis-
ta, Caixa postal 199, Rio Claro, SP,
Brasil, 13.560-900) reports: *l am en-
gaged in research on social wasps,
mainly Polistes and Mischocyttarus,
concerning their biological cycles, be-
havior, foraging, and their role in the
ecosystem. | just defended my doctoral
dissertation on Polistes lanio in Novem-
ber, 1992."

Jean Leclercq (Faculté d’Agronomie
de Gembloux, rue de Bois-de-Breux,
190, B 4020, Liege - Jupille, Belgium)
says: “Last year and this year up to
February, | was busy (too busy for any-
thing else) with my book with Jacques
Bitsch, Faune de France, Sphecidae I
Généralités, Crabroninae, and with two
parallel papers recording data on the
distribution of European Crabronini. The
book has more than 300 pages and is
due to be published in September, 1993,
while the other two papers are due to
appear before the end of 1993.

“Having written these papers, | spent
much of my time last spring studying
Crabronini, including hundreds of North
American specimens, received on loan
from the Snow Museum (Lawrence, Kan-
sas) and from the Florida Deptartment
of Agriculture (Gainesville); | got as far
as getting quite a good idea of the N.
American Crossocerus, based on an un-
published key Richard Miller prepared

years ago and on information we ex-
changed when that unhappy colleague
was so remarkably active. So American
Crossocerus are also in my mind, but
not for the coming months. | must also
please Krombein with some Sri Lanka
material.”

Alex Rasnitsyn (Arthropoda Labora-
tory, Paleontological Institute, Russian
Academy of Sciences, Profsoyuznaya
Str. 123, Moscow, Russia, 117647) is still
completely engaged in administering the
program by Mr. George Soros to sup-
port biologists in the former Soviet Un-
ion, using 4,000 individual grants in bio-
diversity of $500 each, to be distributed
in open competition. This takes almost
all his (Alex) time leaving practically
none for research. However, Alex hopes
that he will be able to finish this pro-
gram by the New Year and to return to
his earlier projects now in suspension.
Among these are: (i) The History of in-
sects (two multiauthored volumes in
English, with the first one reviewing the
systematic, phylogenetic and paleonto-
logical history of the insect orders be-
ing nearly ready). (ij) Revision of the
Cretaceous Sphecidae known from im-
pression fossils, with numerous new de-
scriptions (with Woj Pulawskl, nearly
half-ready). (iii) An analysis of the insect
fauna of the Dominican amber based in
particular on the Smithsonian collection
(with Don Davis and possibly other con-
tributors, nearly ready). Possibly (de-
pending on the availability of a grant
applied for to the International Science
Foundation) he also has a new project:
The Worldwide Database of the non-
Quarternary Fossil Insects, to be com-
pleted by the staff of the Arthropoda La-
boratory, Paleontological Institute, Rus-
sian Academy of Sciences, Moscow,
Russia.

Katsuji Tsuneki (Asahigaoka 4-15,
Mishima, Japan 411), who is now 85
years old, writes: “At present | am tack-
ling a revision of Sphecodes in Japan
(possibly my final work.)”

Colin Vardy (Dept. of Entomology,
The Natural History Museum, Cromwell
Road, London SW7 5BD UK) writes:
*} would like to place on record my in-
tention of revising the sphecid genus
Podium. Readers will already be aware
that Servio Amarante (S3o Paulo) is
revising the closely related Penepodium.
We will be comparing their biogeogra-

phy etc. He wishes also to compare the
phylogenetics of these two genera, to-
gether with Dynatus and Trigonopsis,
since they form a natural group (former-
ly called ‘Podiini’) within the Sceliphrini.
Michael Ohl (Kiel) wishes to take this
further and work out the phylogenetics
of the entire subfamily Sphecinae.”

Rolf Witt (AG Terrestrische Okolo-
gie, Fachbereich 7, University Olden-
burg, Postfach 2503,26129 Oldenburg,
Garmany) says: “In the next two years
Il be busy with my doctoral thesis, that
deals with the distribution and indicator
function of the Sphecidae.”

Olaf Zimmermann (Journalistenbiiro
Zimmermann & Franken GBR, Lurripen
Str. 228, D-41065 Ménchengladbach,
Germany), an author, is writing a book
entitled “Die sozialen Faltenwespen
(Vespoidea).”

HELP NEEDED

Work Progress on Tachysphex
pechumani (Sphecidae: Larrinae)
b

y
Mark O'Brien & Frank Kurczewski
Museum of Zoology, University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor, Ml 48109-1079 and
Environmental & Forest Biology, SUNY
College of Environmental Science &
Forestry, Syracuse, NY 13210-2778

Over the last decade, we have been
studying the behavior, ecology, and
distribution of Tachysphex pechumani
Krombein. During the past 3 years, we
have greatly increased the number of
observations, have added many new
localities to its distribution, and have trav-
elled several thousand miles searching
for new sites. We are concentrating our
efforts in Michigan for, until this sum-
mer, the only known populations were
situated in New Jersey and Michigan.
An extension of the Michigan popula-
tion was discovered this summer in
northwestern Ohio (Lucas Co.), which
was a nice range expansion. The New
Jersey population had been studied pre-
viously (Kurczewski & Elliott 1978), and
we are comparing it with the Michigan
population.
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One of our remaining problems is to
fully define the current and past distri-
bution of this wasp species. Although we
have scoured collections, written letters
to innumerable curators, and searched
in other areas where the species might
possibly occur, we have yet to find any
other states besides M, NJ, & OH where
T. pechumani occurs. We plan to go to
Wisconsin in the summer of 1994 to
search in suitable habitats i.e., sandy
soil with oak-pine barrens, savannas
and woodlands or compacted areas of
open sand (such as two-tracks).

We are asking collectors to examine
their collections for T. pechumani. 1t is
the only medium-sized Tachysphex with
orange antennal segments and antarior
half of the abdomen red in the female.
It is otherwise black, including the much
smaller males which are all black. If you
know of any suitable habitat in the Great
Lakes region that we can examine (IN,
OH, WI, MI, NY, SW Ontario?), please
let us know. The emergence period for
these wasps is early June to mid- late
July,

The best way to contact us is to send
an e-mail message: (userlpsS@um.cc
.umich.edu), or call Frank at 315-470-
6753, or Mark at 313-747-2199. We will
appreciate any leads that our colleagues
can offer!

References
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Tachysphex pechumani Krombein
(Hymenoptera: Sphecidae). J. Kan-
sas Ent. Soc., 51:765-780.2

NEW ADDRESSES

John C. Abbott: 1030 Dallas Drive,
Denton, Texas 76205.

Celso Oliveira Azevedo: Universidad
Federal do Espirito Santo, Dept. Bio-
logia, Av. Marechal Campos 1468,
Maruipe, 29040-090 Vitéria, ES,
Brasil.

David L. Evans: 2616 Lincoin Drive,
Montoursville, PA 17754.

Jeremy Fileld: Dept. of Ecology & Evo-
lutionary Biology, Rice University, PO
Box 1892, Houston, Texas 77251.

Jorge E. Frana: E. Oliber 1026, (2300)
Rafaela, Santa Fe, Argentina.

Erlc Hammarstrédm: c/o Johansson
Majstangsgatan 11All, S-414 72
Géteborg, Sweden.

Dr. Alois Kofler: MeranerstaBBe 3, A-
9900 Lienz /Osttirol, Austria.

Gabriel Augusto R. de Melo: Snow
Entomological Museum, Snow Hall,
The University of Kansas, Lawrence,
KS 66045-2106.

Sean O’Donnell: Dept. of Entomology,
Univ. of California, Davis CA 95616-
8584.

Michael Ohl: Il Zoologisches Institut
und Museum, Berliner Str. 28, 37073
Géttingen, Germany.

Dr. Margery G. Spofford: 112 Seneca
Road East, Trumansburg, New York
11886.

Dr. R.J. Paxton: Department of Genet-
ics, Uppsala University, Box 7003, S-
750 07 Uppsala, Sweden (until 30
April 1994).

Dr. Peter F. Yeo: The Store House,
Gretton Road, Harringworth, North-
ants NN17 3AD, UK.

E-MAIL ADDRESSES

Celso Oliveira Azevedo, Brasil:
Celso@Brufes.bitnet

Wojciech J. Pulawski, San Francisco,
CA : WPulawski@calacademy.org

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

Julio Antonio Genaro (Apartado
6099, Habana, Cuba) is working at the
Museo Nacional de Historia Natural
(Capitolio Nacional, Ciudad de La Ha-
bana 10200, Cuba) as department chief
of collections.

Roy Shnelling (Dept. of Entomology,
Natural History Museum of Los Angeles
County, 900 Exposition Blvd., Los An-
geles, CA 90007) comments: “Waell,
guys, it finally happened, though not on
the schedule | had hoped for. But,
thanks to the concerted efforts the ad-
ministration here at good ole LACM, |
was forced into an untenable situation
and therefore chose to retire. Effective
1 September 1993. As everybody knows
by now, the economic situation in the

Golden State can only be described as
a disaster, precipitated by too many
State and Federal administrations con-
vinced that what's good for them and
their buddies is more relevant than
what's good for the people at large.
(Sounds sorta like what happened here
on a smaller, more personal scale.)
Whatever. LACM took a terrible series
of ‘hits’ in personnel reductions, first in
January, then again in August. Very
nearly all County positions were elimi-
nated; most of these were ‘rolled over’
to the LACM Foundation. With one mi-
nor exception, all these cuts came from
areas other than Museum administra-
tion. Why is this no surprise? The Foun-
dation has suffered from serious fiscal
mismanagement and | think that a lot
more people will be lost from here be-
fore all is said and done. The option to
return under contract to the Foundation
was offered me, but on terms that |
found morally repugnant.

“Over the last few years the research
and collections component of the Mu-
seum has been seriously compromised,
with some sections, such as Botany, en-
tirely eliminated. On the more positive
side, our current Director will retire in 6-
8 mos. and we may be fortunate enough
to acquire a new Director who will be
better able to manage this place. | do
continue to be optimistic that once the
present national economic crisis is over,
the LACM can be rebuilt to its former
status as an institution of some impor-
tance.

*l am now a Research Associate, so
will continue to come to the Museum
with fair regularity. | will, finally, be able
to conduct my research with a mini-
mum of disturbance, thereby increasing
the likiihood that some of my numerous
projects will actually see completion. |
admit that it is sort of neat to be able to
say to myself, when the alarm goes off
at 0430: 'l don't have to go to work if |
don't wish to.’ Then | get up and go to
work.”
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Cephaloparnops denticulatus Spinola, male.
(Chrysididae, North Africa, Middle East)
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Frank Parker retired from his USDA
job in Costa Rica at the end of Septem-
ber. He will spend his retirement in Ne-
vada or Utah. We will publish his new
address when available.

MISSING PERSONS

Dr. E.O. Grechka of Kherson, Ukraine

Dr. Henry Hermann of Athens, Georgia

Dr. Danie! T. Jennings of Orono, Maine

Mark Parrish of New Brunswick, New
Jersey.

Dr. Tadashl Suzukli of Tokyo, Japan.

JOURNAL OF
HYMENOPTERA
RESEARCH

Coup Attempt at J. Hym. Res.

An insidious plot was uncovered to
turn the latest issue of the Journal of
Hymenoptera Research into an Amaeri-
can publication. On the spine was printed
“AMERICAN JOURNAL HYMENOPTE-
RA RESEARCH VOLUME 2, NUMBER
1, 1993.” Quick thinking and some deft
work with black markers by David R.
Smith, Arnold and Nancy Menke, with
the approval of editor Paul Marsh,
saved the day. We woulid like to assure
President-Elect Donaid Quicke of Shef-
field, England, that his office is secure.

Volume 2, number 1, was mailed No-
vember 17, 1993 and that's the correct
publication date for this issue. The Sep-
tember 30 date printed on the inside
front cover is erroneus.

Nesogyne taino Krombein, female.
(Chrysididae: Amiseginae,
Dominican Republic

BIOTA

BIOTA (Biosystematic Information on
Terrestrial Arthropods) was developed
as a project to create a nomenclatorial
database of the insects of the world. It
has since assumed a broader meaning
and now serves as an umbrella to cover
all of the computer-related information
resources existing or under development
within the Systematic Entomology La-
boratory (SEL) of the United States De-
partment of Agriculture. Information tools
underway in the SEL are catalogs (Bio-
systematic Database of World Diptera,
systematic catalog of woridwide cutworm
moths), specimen label databases, the
Fruit Fly Expert System (automated iden-
tification tool for extension specialists
and quarantine inspectors), and other
automated identification systems. We
envision the day when a global network
of information databases and other tools
developed by a union of individuais and
institutions (including SEL) will exist and
when anyone, anywhere will be able to
access all available information on a ter-
restrial arthropod species from his/her
computer.

The first project of BIOTA is a nomen-
clatorial database. A nomenclatorial da-
tabase has many uses, among them are
the following:

1. A nomenclatorial database is a com-
pendium of the known species of a
group, literally a phone directory of the
biological sciences. It is the first step in
any biosystematic or biodiversity pro-
gram.
2. A nomenclatorial database can be
used to investigate fundamental ques-
tions of biodiversity. For example, how
are species distributed among the bio-
geographical provinces? Are predator or
herbivore groups more diverse?

3. A nomenclatorial database provides

stability for names and serves an

authority list for users of biosystematic
names.

4. A nomenclatorial database is the first

component of any comprehensive bio-

systematic information system on in-
sects.

§. A nomenclatorial database has vital

information for anyone doing biosystem-

atic work on a group of organisms, be it
revisionary, curatorial, or biodiversity.

6. The nomenclatorial database in BIO-

TA provides access to the literature by

giving the source of the name (revision,

catalog, check list, unpublished data)
and an authority who may be contacted
to provide further information.

A current nomenclatorial database of
all the scientific names (species-, genus-,
and family-group namaes, including syno-
nyms, homonyms, misspellings, and mis-
identifications) applied to insects and
other terrestrial arthropods has the high-
ost priority because it is the backbone
of all information services. The database
is an SEL-wide project and is under the
supervision of Ronald W. Hodges (chair),
Robert W. Poole, and F. Christian
Thompson.

The BIOTA nomenclatorial database
is divided into four data tables: species,
genera, families, and ranges (biogeo-
graphic regions). A data entry program
has been developed for the use of spe-
cialists and other contributors. A manu-
al, which provides full documentation on
the check list, accompanies the program.

Each individual contributing to the
database and his/her institutionai affilia-
tion will be fully acknowledged. First,
there will be an introductory acknowl-
edgment screen in the finished product.
Second, each record of each database
contains a memo field. If data are based
on the unpublished resources of a con-
tributor, this fact will be noted.

The first two years of the nomencla-
torial database project will be spent as-
sembling all of the names for the North
American fauna. Data entry will not be
restricted to North American species be-
cause this is a global project; however,
the emphasis will be on the North Amer-
ican fauna. A date for completion of the
check list on a world level cannot be es-
timated accurately because it depends
on the collaboration and cooperation of
our colleagues throughout the worid.
Similarly, no accurate estimates of the
final size of the project are available.
Probably, well over two million names
are invoived.

The database will be availabie on the
Internet and on CD-ROM.

Contact Ronaid W. Hodges for further
information,

Ronaid W. Hodges

Systematic Entomology Laboratory,
ARS, USDA

c/o National Museum of

Natural History, NHB-168
Washington, DC 20560 USA

(202) 382-1778; FAX (202) 786-9422
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FORUM

Subgenera and Specles Groups
by
Jean Leclercq
Faculté d"Agronomie de Gembloux, rue de
Bois-de-Breux, 190, B 4020, Liege - Jupille,
Belgium.

| do not agree at all with the view
[See Sphecos 10:11-13, 11:11-13, etc.,
for discussion of this topic - editor] that
subgenera are best re-placed by spe-
cies groups. | believe that subgenera are
needed to indicate an evolutionary (or
cladistic) level higher than species
groups and | really fail to see that no-
menclature is simplified if instead of us-
ing subgenera in which there is one
name and one author, imposed by the
law of priority, we have longer names
such as “Ectemnius lapidarius group”.
(In that case why /apidarius and not
sexcinctus, and why not the name of
the species which finally will appear
to be either the commonest, the best
known, or the obviously most primi-
tive?)?

In any case, ! think that all formal
names in a classification are hypothe-
ses to be tested and tested again, that
the species level is the only one likely
to represent a final, duly tested and re-
testad, natural category. Subgenera,
genera and other higher categories ex-
press something, certainly, but not al-
ways the same evolutionary reality; in-
deed they are subjective, pragmatic taxa:
they are drawers which must have a
name and a coherent content, but which
for practical reasons, should not be too
large.

Although | believe that subgenera
mean something and are to be used in
certain projects, e.g. when there are rea-
sons to make the nearest species more
easily compared, | am against the use
of subgenera in many pratical circum-
stances:

{a) on determination labels!

(b) in collections — here | favor the al-
phabetical order of the genera within a
subfamily and of species within a ge-
nus. The purpose of collections is not
to express or suggest taxonomic rela-
tionships. When searching in a collec-
tion, the curator or the specialist needs
to easily determine if a particular spe-

"The generic name need not be part of the species
group name, /apidarius group is sufficient. As far as
which species name to use, the type-species of the
subgeneric name seems a logical choice ~ Editor.

cies is represented, not to check its place
among its nearest relatives.

(c) in files, computerized or not, in at-
lases of geographic distributions, and
other practical documents.

So there is no contradiction in the fact
that in the Faune de France — Sphec-
idae, with J. Bitsch, the species are com-
mented, grouped under their subgene-
ra (this is a comprehensive treatise in
which e.g. Ectemnius borealis, dives and
guttatus must come togather because
they are related (in the same subgenus
Ectemnius), with information which must
be readily compared) and the fact that
species are simply in alphabetical order
in my list "Hymenopteres Sphecides
Crabroniens d' Europe et du Bassin
Mediterraneen™ (N.F.Gx n° 26, 1993)
and in our set of maps J. Leclercq & Y.
Barbier “Atlas de repanition des Crab-
roniens de France et des regions limi-
trophes” (N.F.Gx, n° 27, 1993).

On Identification Keys
by
Jean Leclercq

[The following was prompted in part
by material in Sphecos 19:18 and 20:
6-7 - editor.]

| would like to recount my recent ex-
periences with the keys of R.M. Bohart
to the North american species of Crabro
(1976), Ectemnius (1979) and Rhopalum
(1974). They proved to be concise keys
near to perfection. Howevaer | think that
a user would make 5 to 10% of his de-
terminations wrong and 5 to 10% or
more determinations with a “?" if he
were a hymenopterist without a refer-
ence collection, because there are not
enough characters in these keys to ver-
ify his results for every species, not
enough even it he continued reading
what is given further on in the paper.
Furthermore, if while using these keys
he wanted to know whether one partic-
ular Mexican or South American speci-
men belongs to one of those North
Amaerican species in the key, well again,
there is no answer without a good ref-
erence collection.

My experience with the keys of Kohl
for Crabronini and other Sphecidae and
of Blithgen for Vespoidea leads me to
conclude that these works guarantee
more certainty of a correct identifica-
tion, or more reasons to believe you are
seeing another species, because more
characters are given, implying that the

authors did not so easily think they had
selected the most “essential” characters
of value for the practical separation of
taxa.

In my own work, | often produce keys
with more characters than necessary,
or wanted by the user. But that is be-
cause | deal with exotic faunas, and
usually with divergent specimens and
small series; careful examination of
these specimens does not reveal the
characters which would make it easiest
to recognise the relevant taxa. Very of-
ten | am not sure | am dealing with a
true species (named or to be named)
but | feel it is important to present my
hypothesis of the status of these spe-
cies (or subspecies) in order to encour-
age further research by others. So in
practice, my keys are a practical sys-
tem to present the results of my com-
parisons and to help future taxonomists
check their material against my experi-
ence, eventually producing improved
keys due to better characters. Thus, for
exotic material (of course not the Euro-
pean fauna), my keys are not built to
permit the easiest determinations by
anybody who thinks that should already
be possible. Colleagues in a hurry to
find a name must be discouraged but
those who will intend to do better taxo-
nomic work with new material should, |
hope, appreciate that | leave to them a
record of what | found and of the prob-
lems | faced.

ONE MAN’S WISDOM
ON TAXONOMIC
CONTROVERSY

“My personal preference is to keep
disagreements polite and respectiul, just
in case the person with whom 1 disa-
gree turns out to be right after all.”

ex litteris Byron Alexander

Haplogonotopus sp. male (Dryinidae),
Australia
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PET PEEVE
Serving the User

| wish to support strongly Arnold
Menke’s “Pet Peeve” in Sphecos 25:7.
Workers who fail to add identification
labels to every specimen they have
named are simply wasting their initial
investment of time — they are not com-
municating. They should remember that
“No man is an Island™ the human spe-
cies, being a social animal, makes pro-
gress by cooperating — that includes
communicating. Entomologists (and oth-
er authors) divide into two classaes, those
who publish for themselves and those
who publish for others. The first should
not publish at all. The second category
are distinguished (in both senses) by
producing papers which are straightfor-
ward for others to understand and use;
when they have to decide whether to
include or exclude an item, or on a par-
ticular way to set out something, the
decision is always taken with the user
in mind. Ask yourself, *"Would I find my
own publication convenient to use?” If
this aim is not consciously borne in mind,
then something less than good commu-
nication will result. One small but signif-
icant instance happened a while ago: a
reviewer of a short paper | had submit-
ted suggested that | give only the au-
thor and year of works cited in text-
references. In my reply to the editor, |
strongly resisted this. if you give au-
thor, year and page, it makes it so much
easier to find the reference. How often
have you either spent a long time trying
to find the part quoted, or given up on
finding it altogether, simply because of
lack of a page number which was in-
stantly available to the author himself?
This is sheer lack of consideration for
the user. Incidentally, many editors will
not accept taxonomic works without
identification keys — if you cannot un-
derstand their reasons, you should not
be publishing!

Colin Vardy

Dept. of Entomology

The Natural History Museum
Cromwell Road

London SW7 5BD UK

SCIENTIFIC NOTES

Passaloecus pictus in Brasil
(Sphecidae)
by
Sérvio Amarante,

Museu de Zoologia da Universidade
de Sao Paulo, Caixa Postal 7172,
01064.970 Séao Paulo, Brasil
and
David Vincent,

Bee Research Laboratory (PSi), USDA,
ARS, Bidg. 476, BARC-East, 10300
Baltimore Ave., Beltsville, MD 20705-2350.

In the New World the sphecid genus
Passaloecus is restricted to North Amer-
ica (Vincent, 1979). No species are
known in the Neotropical Region, the ge-
nus being replaced there by Polemistus.
Amarante collected specimens of a
Passaloecus in Sio Paulo, Brasil, and
sent them to Arnold Menke for identifi-
cation. He tentatively identified them as
pictus Ribaut, a European species.
Menke forwarded the specimens to Vin-
cent who confirmed that they were in-
deed pictus.

in the Old World, Merisuo (1974) re-
corded pictus from southern France,
the Crimea Peninsula, and Yugoslavia.
Dollfuss (1991) listed the species from
southern Europe and Turkey. When Ri-
baut (1952) described pictus, he stated
that the species nested in the soil in
southern France, near Toulouse. Janvi-
er (1961) confirmed that this wasp nests
in the ground, and he provided a de-
tailed description of the nesting behav-
ior of pictus in France. Janvier found
large aggregations of the wasp nesting
in sand banks at an abandoned sand
quarry of the Fertes-Alais.

Four females of pictus were collected
January and November 1989 and Jan-
vary 1990, and one male was taken
December, 1991 in Parque da Indepen-
déncia in the Ipiranga district of the city
of Sao Paulo. The grounds of the Parque
include some French gardens designed
to copy those of the Louvre, and the
Museu Paulista (a historical museum),
including its former Horto Botanico. The
Horto Botanico is now nothing more
than a wooded area and this is where
the wasps were collected. Hermann
Liderwaldt, one of Brasil's first ento-
mologists, was formerly employed as a
gardener in the Museu Paulista. He
planted representatives of the main veg-
etation zones of Brasil: Cerrado, Caa-
tinga, Atlantic Rain Forest, Amazon Rain
Forest, and so on in the Horto (Lider-

waldt, 1918). The Horto Botanico, inci-
dently, is the type locality for many spe-
cies described by Herman von lhering,
Liiderwaldt, and other entomologists.
The French gardens contain some ex-
otic plants, and perhaps pictus was in-
troduced with soil of some of them. In
an attempt to acquire more material of
the wasp and its biology, the Horto and
nearby French gardens are being
searched for likely nesting areas of
sand banks and slopes. Trap nests
have been set out as well in case the
nest building of pictus in the neotropics
is not limited to soil.
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lussel der Grabwespen Nord- und
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Crabroninae vs Larrinae (Sphecidae)
by
Arnold Menke

Usage of family-group names is gov-
emed by priority just as with generic
and species level names. When Bohart
and Menke (1976) published their book,
Sphecid Wasps of the World, subtamily
names were not studied to see if those
in use had priority. In the newly pub-
lished Hymenoptera of the World edit-
ed by Goulet and Huber (1993), | ex-
amined Bert Finnamore's section on
Spheciformes. | noted his use of Crab-
roninae instead of Larrinae for the as-
semblage containing both Larrinae and
Crabroninae of Bohart and Menke (1976).
My curiosity was piqued because there
was no explanation for using the sub-
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family name Crabroninae instead of Lar-
rinae, but | assumed that Bert had dis-
covered that Crabroninae was the older
of the two family-group names. Fortu-
nately Handlirsch's treatment of Hyme-
noptera in Handbuch der Entomologie,
volume 3, edited by Schrdder (1925)
lists most family group names (includ-
ing synonyms) and their authorship.
Thus it provides a good starting place
for the origin of many higher category
names in Hymenoptera. From Hand-
lirsch's work | ascertained that Latreille
authored both names: Crabronites dat-
ing from 1802, page 340, and Larrates
dating from 1810, p. 438. Thus Finna-
more was correct in using Crabroninae
instead of Larrinae. | should point out
here that Finnamore accepted the views
of Evans (1964), Lomholdt (1985) and
Menke (1988) in uniting the Crabroni-
nae and Larrinae (sensu Bohart and
Menke) to form one subfamily. Of course
Finnamore recognized all of the sub-
families of Bohart and Menke as fami-
lies, but that is another matter (see re-
view on page 17).

Michener (1986) reviewed the family-
group names for bees. In view of the
considerable study now being given to
the classification of Sphecidae by Alex-
ander, Prentice, Ohl, van Zuijlan, and
others, and the possible changes in
groupings resulting from their work, it is
time that the family-group names be in-
vestigated so that priorities will be easy
to determine. Woj Pulawski and | have
to deal with this problem in connec-
tion with our work on a new Catalog of
Sphecidae and may, therefore, produce
a separate paper on family-group names
and their authorship.
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Larra altamazonica in Panama
by
Arnold Menke

This species is known from northern
South America including western Colom-
bia (Menke, 1992), but altamazonica has
not been recorded from Central Ameri-
ca. In February, 1993, Roberto Cambra
collected one female in Panama: Dari-
en: Cruce de Mono, Estacion Inrenare,
Parque Nac. Darien (Museo de Inverte-
brados G. B. Fairchild, Panamé, Pan-
amé). The specimen represents the form
with a red abdomen.
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Addltional records for
New World Pison
by
Arnold Menke

Pison eu Menke

PANAMA: Darien: Cruce de Mono, Es-
tacion Irenare, Parque Nac. Darien (Mu-
se0 de Invertebrados G. B. Fairchild,
Panam4, Panama), one male.

This specimen has weak tyli on fla-
gellomeres V-VII. The OOD is .9X the
HID and the UID is . 9X the LID. This is
the first record of eu from Panama.

Pison gnythos Menke

PANAMA: same locality data as above,
one female.

This is the first record of gynthos from
Panama although it is known from Cos-
ta Rica and Colombia.

The Possible Prey of
Laphyragogus alfer deBeaumont
by
Michael Prentice

Dept. of Entomology, University of
California, Berkeley, CA 94720

In Sphecos 10, Kazenas presented
brief observations on Laphyragogus
turanicus Gussakovskij describing a
wasp provisioning with pyralids of the
genus Crambus. Previously, nothing had
been known of the habits of this pecu-
liar sphecid genus which Bohart and
Menke (19786) place in its own subfami-
ly. To Kazenas’ observations, | may add
that | found many moth scales on a fe-
male specimen of Laphyragogus aijer
deBeaumont sent to me by Kenneth
Guichard. Possibly this species, like
turanicus, preys on small Lepidoptera,
although the scales may, alternatively,
be the result of collecting. Perhaps Gui-
chard knows whether the collector (l. L.
Hamer, Oman, April 17, 1992) was like-
ly to place moths and wasps into the
same jars (obviously a poor practice).
Since aijjer is the most distinct of the six
species of Laphyragogus, it seems like-
ly that all prey on moths and that the






