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Abstract; This is a comprehensive list of all recorded species 866, including 11 subspecies, and genera 113 ofAlticinae

fromMexico to Panama, but also includes complete distributional data withreferences for each species. It includes all generic

and specific synonymies published since the 1939- 1940 Coleopterorum Catalogus. There are three new combinations and a

new synonym. This checklist basically follows and, for the first time comprehensively synthesizes, the taxon arrangement of

the late Jan Bechyné.
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Introduction

The first comprehensive study of Neotropical

Alticinae was included in the Biologia Centrali

Americana Jacoby, 1884, 1885, 1886, 1888, 1891,

189247-52. George Horn 1889 46 primarily

treated what is now the United States; however, he

included Lower California, now Baja California

Mexico. Doris H. Blake 1934-195528-37 also

studied some Alticinae genera in the Neotropics,

especially in the Caribbean. However, the last

only comprehensive list of Alticinae species was

the Coleopterorum Catalogus Heikertinger and

Csiki, 1939- 194044, 45. However, since that time

there has been considerable systematic and faunis

tic work on the flea beetles which has generated

many new genera and species. Part 4 of `The

Checklist of the Coleopterous Insects of Mexico,

CentralAmerica, theWest Indies, and SouthAmer.

ica', compiled by R. E. Blackwelder, in 1946 27, is

basically taken directly from Heikertinger and Csi

ki, 1939-1940, and is not used in the present paper

as a primary reference. With the increasing inter

est on the Neotropical fauna for studies ofbiodiver

sity, systematics, biological control of weeds, chem

ical prospecting, etc., there is also an increasing

need to be able to use and understand the proper

nomenclature. The late Dr. Jan Bechyne and his

wife Bohumila Springlova Bechyne studied Neo

tropical Chrysomelidae more extensively than most

previous workers anddescribedmanytaxa, includ

ing Alticinae 3-26. There are more than 230

named genera of Alticinae in the Neotropics and

the Bechynés described over 90 of these as well as

hundreds of species. All publications by the

Bechynés were after the Coleopterorum Catalogus.

A recent checklist of the world chrysomelid genera

exists Seeno and Wilcox, 198265, and a prelim

inary list of species for North and Central America

was compiled by Wilcox 197566. However, the

Wilcox list is incomplete for the species names,

synonymies, distributional data and references,

and does not reflect the Bechyné system of nomen

clature; therefore, there is no comprehensive check

list of the species. Because there is no reference

which lists the species that the Bechynés consid

ered to belong to the many Neotropical genera, the

checklist contained here will allow the user to

understand the majority of the Bechyné system of

Neotropical Alticinae genera.

There are several generic names used in the

Neotropical Region which arebasically names from

Old World genera and actually do not exist in the

New World, or at least not in the Neotropics.

Hermaeophaga Fouciras 1860 is improperly used

in the New World for species of Syphrea Baly
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1876. Sphaerodenna Stephens 1831 is also ap

parently incorrectly applied in the New World

Furth, 1989 [411, Flowers, et aL 1994 [40] and,

therefore, is listed below as "Sphaeroderma". Asi

orestia Jacobson, 1925 and Crepidodera Chevrolat

1836 has been misused in the Neotropics for

Stegnea Baly 1879, Scherer 1983 [6I, Furth

1989 [411. NeotropicalAphthona Chevrolat 1836

was mostly divided into other genera Brasilaph

thona Bechyné 1956, Centrataphthona Bechyné

1960, Genaphthona Bechyne 1956 and does not

exist in the Neotropics in the sense of this genus

from the Old World. However, a number of species

see below are still in need of detailed study in

order to place them into the proper Neotropical

genera and, therefore, are provisionally listed be

low as in"Aphthona".

We have changed the status of 4 species which

are established in the checklist below. There are

new combinations: Omophoita aequatorialis van

abitis Jacoby 1879 as indicated by Jacoby [48J is

only a variation of 0. aequatorialis Harold 1876;

Rhinotmetus jacobyi Scherer 1962 = canescens

Jacoby 1886 cannot be used because this species

epithet existed previously as R. jaeobyi Bowditch

1915, but also because Jacoby 1886 49 actually

referred to it asR. canescens Clark 186W; Strabata

intermedia J. lu Val 1856, as partially used by

Jacoby, 1884 the Costa Rica record is placedunder

S. acuminata costaricensis Blake 1953, because

the true intermedia is apparently endemic to Cuba

Blake 1934. There is one new synonym: Lactica

inornata was described by Jacoby 1891: 258 and

asNephnica inornata, in the same publication age

277 and with a figure, it belongs in Pedilia Clark

1865fflechyné 1959 13.

Table

data countries has been published after the Co

leopterorum Catalogus, the numbered references

in the righthand column provide the sources for

that data and include the complete known distribu

tion for each species listed. The abbreviations used

for countries in the distributional data are as fol

lows: Can. = Canada; USA = United States; Mex. =

Mexico; Bel. = Belize formerly British Honduras;

Hond. = Honduras; Guat. = Guatemala; Nic. =

Nicaragua; CR = Costa Rica; ES = El Salvador; Pan.

= Panama; Ven. = Venezuela; Col. = Colombia;

Ecud. = Ecuador; Bol. = Bolivia; Guyana = British

Guiana; Br. = Brazil; Par. = Paraguay; Mg. =

Argentina; PR = Puerto Rico; DR = Dominican

Republic; Jam. = Jamaica; BWI = British West

Indies. A? before a species name denotes some level

of uncertainty by the authors of the present paper

about the determination and/or the distribution

record of that taxon.

Generic Synonyms Used in Checklist

There have been many changes in generic con

ceptsin the NeotropicalAlticinae, therefore species

have been placed in several different genera. In

order to facifitate finding the correct placement =
valid genus for specific names in this checklist, the

following is a list of generic names which are, at

least in part, used in synonymy = old names with

species names in the checklist below. Thus, some

current valid genera may contain species former

ly placed in several other genera. The names listed

under Synonym Old Name are still valid names

used for other species.

Synonym Old Name Valid GenusCurrent Name

Exartematopus

Sparnus

Deuteraltica

Disonycha

Macrohattica

Syphrea

Brasilaphthona

Centrataphthona

Gioia

Marganidisa

Stegnea

Omophoita

Disonycha

Prasona

Aphthona

The checklist below lists 866 taxa, including 11

subspecies, in 113 genera. The generic and specific

synonymy given is primarily that published after

the Coleopterorum Catalogus 44, 45 and a refer

ence is providedfor the establishment ofthe synon

ymies or new combinations. For each species, the

author name and year of publication are given. If

a species was originally described in a different

genus, that genus name follows the species name

and is in parentheses, unless the original genus

name is given as a generic synonym. A former

genus name for a species has no author indication

if that genus name is listed as a primary name

elsewhere in the checklist. If the distributional

Altochroma

Attica

Aphthona

Asiorestia

Asphaera

Cacosceus

Centralaphthona
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Chalcoides Stegnea Disonycha

Chloephaga Capraita Kuschelina

Chrysograinina Acrocyuin Omophoita

Chrysoinela Alagoasa Paranaita

Disonycha Phenrica

Omophoita Walterianella

Systena Oedionychus Alagoasa

Crepidodera Epitrix Walterianella

Stegnea Ornainmatus Euphenges

Crioceris Disonycha Omophoita Asphaera

Epitrix Omotyphus Distiginoptera

Diphaltica Diphaulaca Euphenges

Diphaulaca Diphaltica Homotyphus

Disonycha Phenrica Hypolampsis

Eupeges Physimerus Omototus Homotyphus

Euplectroscelis Heikertingerella Oxygona Platiprosopus

Galleruca Macrohaltica Palaeothona Lupraea

Platiprosopas Nephrica Pedilia

Walterianella Orthygia Pseudorthygia

Goianinha Leptophysa Pelonia Heikertingeria

Haltica Altica Phyllotreta Genaphthona

Dinaltica Phyllotrupes Platiprosopus

Disonycha Physimerus Hypolampsis

Epitrix Piasus Propiasus

Lysathia Plectotetra Caloscelis

Syphrea Prasona Cacoscelis

Varicoxa Pseudoepitrix Leptophysa

Hemiphyrnus Phrynocepha Rhinotinetus Distiginoptera

Hermaeophaga Syphrea Rhoicus Tetragonotes

Homophoeta Omophoita Sangaria Glenidion

Homammatus Euphenges Syphraea Syphrea

Homophyla Heikertingerella Systena Leptophysa

Hoploceras Trichaltica Varicoxa

Hylodro,nus Euphenges Thrasygoeus Physimerus

Idmosyne Bellacincta Zeteticus Hydmosyne

Hydmosyne

Lactica Chalatenanganya

Cornulactica
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Table

OefluelapecieafAuthorlsynony,ay: Distribution: Reference: Genus/Speciee/Autborftynonymyt Distribution, Reference:

.4callepilrix Bechyné. 8959: Alagoasa Bechyne, 1955:

Epirrix Foudra,, 8859, part Oedionychtis Beethold. 1827. pan;

oedianychis LatecilIe. 1829. pan

anita Dechyne & Bechyné, 1963 ES 87

castanea Jacoby. 1885 Mex.:Gtsat.:Nic. g acurangula Jacoby, 1886 Mex.;Oual.:ES 17

clypeata clyueata Jacoby. 1885 Bel.;QtjaI. aemulae Horn. 1889 USA; Met.

c/peata heteronitens Bechyné & Bechyné, 1963 ES 17 albomarginata Latreille, 1811 Met.

esiebania Bechyni & Bechyné, 1963 ES 17 antenna/is Jacoby. 1886 Pan.

`ulvfrant Jacoby, 1885 Mex.;Ouat;Nic, 9 arcuatofasciata Jacoby, 8905 Met.

/svlaphi/a Bechyné & Rechyné, 196 ES 87 atraguttala Jacoby, I 886 Met.

iris Bechynó & Bechyné, 1963 ES 17 bipanctataChewolat, 1834 Mex.:Bel.;Ouat.;ES II

macawn/ca Bechyné & Bechyné, 1963 ES 17 =satvini acoby, 1880 CR

orbita/is Becltyné & Bechyne, 1963 ES 17 brunneot'irtato Jacoby. 1894 Pan,

peruavis Bechyné & Bechyné, 8963 ES 17 cazieri Palliate,. 1953 Met. 56

panderasa Bechyne & Bechynd. 1963 ES 87 cenrurio Jacoby, 1894 Pan.:Ven.:CoI. 28 o
n,brifrons Bechyne & Bechyné, 1963 ES 17 ceracal/is Say, 1835 Mex.;Bel.:Guat.:ES 17

championi Jacoby, 1886 Pan. -
chevro/ati Daly. 878 Mex.;Bel.;Guat, C

Acanthanvrha Jacob,, 1891: clypeata Jacoby. 1892 Met.

decemguttatus Fabricius, 1801 Mex.;Bel.;Guat.; 53$S

champianl Bechynd, 8959 Pm,. 83 Nic,;CR;Pan.;Br.;PR

jacakvi Bechyni, 8959 Mex,;Gua,:Bel,; l3;14 discoidea Jacoby, 1886 Pan.

frelegantuta Jacoby. 1891 ES:Nic,;CR;Pan. discolor Jacoby. 1886 Pan.

quadritubercutaza Bechyné, 1959 CR 83 donc/derl Jacoby. 1905 Met.

roseacarminea Bechyné. 1959 CR 13 dugan! Jacoby. 1886 Met.

sw/i Jacoby, 1905 CR 13 duodecimmaca/ata Jacoby. 1886 Gust.

durango&nsisJacoby. 1892 USA:Mex.

exquisita Jacoby. 1886 Pan.

Acracyam Jacoby, 1885: extrema flarold. 1880 Mex.;Guat.:ES 87

see FinTh, 1992 =brevicorais Jacoby. 1886

fzmbriata Foralee, 1771 USA:Mex

dorsali.eJacoby, 1885 Met. Ch,ysome/a Linnacus, 1758 0

interpasira Bechyné & Bechyné, 1963 ES 17 forreri Jacob'. 1886 Met.

Ch,ysogramma franca/is Jacoby, 1886 Met. Gust.

macalicallis .Jacoby, 1885 Met. fulvofasciata Jacnby, 1886 Guat.;Nic.

sal/ri Jacoby, 1885 Met, gemmata Jacoby. 1886 Pan. ii

arsarum Jacoby, 1885 Goat. godmani Jacoby. 18803 Mex.;Gat.rt'48c.

CR:I'an.

haroidiJacoby, 1892 Met.

hOgeiJacoby, 1886 Met, C

hondurensie Jacoby. 1886 Dcl.

i/tiger! Jacoby, 1886 Mex.:Pan. 41

imitans Jacoby. 1886 Pan.

tTj
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table

aenua/species/Authorfsynonyaly: Diatribution: Reference!
Genua/Species/Author/Synonymy: Distribution: Reference:

z
Alagoasa continued A//ockromo Clark. 1860:

/ncanspicua Jacoby, 1886 Ma.

inconstans Schaufuas. 1874 Col.:Pan. apic/carne Jacoby, 1886 Pan. 62
inftrmaJacoby. 1886 Ma. Metric/es Clark. 1860 0
macpta Harold, 1877 Pan.;Peru balyt Clark, 1860 Mex.;?S.Amer.
jalapa Bechyné, 1958 Ma. II basal/s Jacoby. 886 Pan. 62
jansonl jacoby, 1886 Nic. bimacu/otum Jacoby, 1879 Nic.Pan.
lateral/s Jacoby, 1886 USA:Mex. bip/agiatum Jacaby, I 886 Pan. zlong/call/s Jacoby. I 886 Ma. castaneum Jacoby. 1886 Pan. osnilleporaJacoby, 1905 Mcx.:Col. chiriquense Jacob. 1886 Pan.
montana Jacoby 1886 Pan. caccincum Clark. 1860 G,aaI,Br.
nicaraguen.sls Jacob', 1879 Nic. fosciatum Clark. 1860 Mex.;Giaal.;CR:
olivaceae Jacoby. 1886 Pan. S.AIIICS. il/I.

ornara Jacoby. 1980 Mcx.;Guat. festivum Clark. 1860 ]uat.;Br.
Lact/ca flay/colIc Jacoby. 1886

panamensls Jacoby, 1886 Pan. Men/a/es Pan. 62
paraphana Bechynë & Btchyne. 1963 ES 87 flavanaiatum Jacoby, 886 Pan. 0
pavonina Jacoby, 892 Ma. fin/sri .Iacoby, 1892 Ma.
persimi/is Jacoby, 905 Ma. frontaie Jacoby. 886 Pan.
punt/ens/s Jacoby, 886 GUM. fulvoplag/atum Jacoby, 1886 Ma,
quadriltneataHaiold. 1881 Ma. godmani .Jacoby, 886 Me,c.

0quaenila Harold. 1881 Pan.:Vcn.:Bol.;Br.; 6,8,11,13 g'aotemolense Jacoby. 1886 Guat.
Par.Arg. hogel Jacoby, 1886 Ma.

Ssemipurpurea Jacoby, 1886 Ma. mex/canum Jacoby. 1886 Ma.
ser/ataBaly, 1878 Ma.;Hond400al.; 17,55,58 ntgr/colle Jacoby, 1886 Pan.

N:c.;ES Metriofes "8
signata Jacoby. 1886 Mcx.;Guat.;BeI. post/ca/urn Jacoby,1886 Pan,
sehuacona Bechynd, 1955 Mcx. 6 puns//co/fe Jacoby, 1886 Gun,
tenu//ineato Horn. 1889 USA;Ma. quaiuorpustuloz Clark, 860 Gust.
tibia/is Jacoby, 1886 CR semipunctatumJacoby, 1886 Ma.
transversalis Jacoby, 1886 Nic.:Pam. sexmaculatum Clark. 1860 Bel.;Guat.:CR;l'an.
trldecimmacu/ata Jacoby, 1880 Ma. Br
tailineata Jacoby, 1886 Pass. sexstgnaturn Clark. 1860 BeI.:Br.
trifasciata escuintla Bechyni & Bechyne, 1955 Ma.;Guat.;Nic. 6,11,26 teapence Jacoby, 1892 Ma
trifasciata macrondo Bechyné, 1958 CR;Pan. 11.26

trrfasctaearecuperato Bechyná, 1959 Pan.;Cnl. 26

violaceomarginata Jacob', 1886 Ma. Alt/ca Geoffroy, 1762:
virgo/a Harold. 1880 Ma.;Hond.;Nic. 55,58 ffa///co luger. 1801
wagnert Harold. 1880 CR

am/cu/a Jacoby. `89' Ma.

angst/ico//is Jacoby, 1891 Ma.

h/mary/no/a Say, 824 USA;Mex.;Guac.

frey/s Harold. 875 ESJ'an.:CoI. 4
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